ﬁ Housing Barriers for Sex Offenders
At a Glance

Individuals with a criminal record often find it difficult to secure suitable housing. That is
especially so when a sex offense is part of that record. Some of the barriers to finding housing
are due to property managers and landlords having rules against renting to anyone who has a
past sex offense adjudication or is on the sex offender registry. Social stigma due to genuine
concerns, misconceptions, and negative feelings towards people who have offended also plays
a part. As a consequence, there is a serious lack of appropriate housing options for individuals
with a sex offense conviction or adjudication in their history.

Housing instability is a public safety concern as it creates barriers to employment, community
stability, and developing positive social networks and support systems. Research indicates these
factors are all important influences in building a positive and safe life. Housing instability also
makes it harder for Parole and Probation Officers to provide supervision and monitoring, and
often times makes it harder for individuals to consistently attend their treatment programs.
When someone with a sex offense history is unsuccessful in their reintegration into society, the
whole community pays the cost.
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Hanson et al. (2018). Reductions in risk based on time offense-free
in the community: Once a sexual offender, not always a sexual
offender. Psychology, Public Policy, and Law, 24(1), 48-63.

The curved lines show how reoffending varies by risk level and
decreases the longer an indiviudal lives successfully in the community.
The hazard rate is the proportion of adult males at that level who
reoffend in each 6-month period. The desistance line shows very low
risk. One purpose of using risk labels is so resources can be assigned
to reduce and manage risk where there is relatively more need.

02 The likelihood an individual with a sex offense
conviction or adjudication will commit another sex crime
varies widely. Many years of research have consistently
shown that the large majority of persons convicted or
adjudicated are never arrested or convicted of another
sex crime. In fact, almost all females and juveniles, and
many adult males are low risk. Indeed it is more likely

that an individual with a sex offense will be convicted Produced by the

of a future non-sexual offense than another sex crime.
Research also shows that over half are never reconvicted
of anything again. In general, as a group, people with a
sex crime conviction or adjudication pose a lower risk
of reoffending than others in the criminal justice system.
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03 A small proportion of individuals with a history of sex
Research found taking part m. offending do pose a higher risk and go on to be repeat offenders.
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recidivism? A meta-analysis examining staff and with less risk factors. In Colorado, the Sexually Violent Predator (SVP)
program variables as predictors of treatment
effectiveness. Clinical Psychology Review, 73, classification is applied to the group of individuals who have more
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when any individual with a sex offense conviction or adjudication is
Housing stability is a protective on parole or probation. The level of supervision and services a person
factor that is associated with lower gets is matched to the level of risk they present.
rates of sex reoffending.
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Assessment of Protective Factors-Sex Offense i i
Vereion Sexual Abuse: A Journal of Research & problems like substance abuse have been evolving for decades.
Treatment, 0, 1-20. In Colorado, programs are required by law to be evidence-based.

Research has shown that comprehensive programs that target risk

factors are effective and lower risk, especially when treatment is
The vast majority of sex crimes completed. Safety planning is an important part of treatment, as is
happen in social-relationship contexts.
Research with large groups shows
place of residence is not a big factor.

developing positive activities like work and hobbies. Having stable
and appropriate housing makes treatment easier and more effective.
It allows the person to focus on the areas of their life that were

Locations problematic.
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Overwhelmingly, this research has shown that residential proximity to

offending. Instead, the vast majority of repeat sex crimes happen in

social-relationship contexts where the perpetrator knows the victim.

Colombina et al. (2011). Preventing sexual Having appropriate housing is one way of helping individuals with a
violence: Can examination of offense location . . . . .
inform sex crime policy? International Journal of sex offense history establish a positive lifestyle that reduces risky

Law & Psychiatry, 34, 160-167. situations.

Ways Forward

When a person with a past sex offense conviction or adjudication seeks housing, there are several
ways to make this a safe option for that person and those living nearby. Parole and Probation
Officers are routinely involved in checking the suitability of housing choices and know how well
an individual is doing in treatment. Parole and Probation work with the person to support living
successfully in the community. When somone is a registered sex offender not currently under
direct supervision by Parole or Probation, law enforcement has a role in address verification and
compliance. Together, this network works to identify appropriate options and address potential
concerns. Ask the person who is seeking accommodation about their involvement in treatment
(present or past) and their safety plan to ensure you are satisfied. Ask to follow up with the
individual’s professional network to be satisfied or inquire further about suitability.

Being willing to give a suitable housing option, is part of the solution to creating safer communities.
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